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those countries. The Byzantine Empire was still
IB conflict with Islam, but the Shaikh was lucky
enough to get a safe conduct to its capital
Constantinople, and he made full use of the
opportunity to see all its sights more than a
century before it became a Muslim city In what is
now the Southern part of Russia in Europe he
travelled freely, as it was then in the hands of the
Tarks.
In Asia he visited every country, and some of
them several times over. Syria, Asia Minor,
Arabia, Iraq, Persia, Central Asia, India, Ceylon,
the islands in the Indian Archipelago, and China
complete the round of his travels. In most of
these countries there were at least a few
Muslims, and men of learning were welcomed and
held in honour. On his side, he sought out men of
learning, whether they were in busy centres like
Damascus or Delhi, in the lonely wilds of Assam,
or on the remote frontiers of China. Tor the Maldive
islands, of which his graphic account still remains
one of the best on record, his attraction was of
another kind. He had an eye for picturesque and
remote beauty, and he calls these islands ** one of
the wonders of the world/5 He was also fascinated
by their savage life and pleasures, although a year's
residence was enough to tire him and awake in him
again the love of travel and adventure, which was
the ruling passion of his life,
"Wherever the Shaikh went, he tried to get into
touch  with  the   highest   in the land.   He  was